Sea Lions: Surfing the Web!
Observe sea lions at the zoo and learn about their food webs

Grade 4
MATERIALS
 clipboards

Objectives
 Students will observe sea lions at the zoo and answer questions based on those observations.
 Students will learn about the sea lion food chain and the predator/prey relationships in which
sea lions are involved.

Key Words

Background information






 A predator’s choice of food and, in turn, the prey’s food, can be thought of as a food chain. When
linked together, several food chains become a food web, which can dramatically illustrate the
interdependence of all animals within a given ecosystem.
 The main predator of the sea lion is the killer whale.

food web
food chain
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prey

Standards
 SCI.4.3.3

Procedure
 Have students observe the sea lions at the zoo. Specifically, they should look for the characteristics
listed on the worksheet and answer whether the characteristic is present or not. Each answer
corresponds to a letter. These letters spell the missing link in the food chain in the upper right-hand
corner of the worksheet.
Recommended assessment
 Discuss the observations with the class. Did any come as a surprise?
Answer Key
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

yes
yes
fat
yes
no
right
oval
left
no
at surface
yes
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Extensions
 Discuss positive and negative feelings about predators. What are students’ attitudes? Discuss the
same issue before and after your zoo field trip. Have their attitudes changed?
 Have students assume the identity of a specific predator. Have them then write a diary entry for one
24-hour period in the life of their predator. Students should describe where each animal spends its
day, what it hunted, how it hunted, whether or not it was successful in its hunt, and whether it
remained hungry, etc.
Teacher Hints
 At different times during the day, sea lion keepers put on feeding shows. During these shows, sea lion
behaviors are featured. These shows will make it easier for students to observe the sea lions and
correctly answer the questions.
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