Hidden Tiger Art
Can You Help Them Blend into the Forests?
International Tiger Day is on July 29th, so join the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo to celebrate tigers around the
world! Practice your students’ seeking skills while they learn about tigers! Identifying tigers in the woods
is not an easy task since the stripes on their body allows them to camouflage, but it is not impossible.
Compared to the other four tiger subspecies, Sumatran tigers are the smallest and have closer, narrower
stripes on brighter colored fur than the others. See below for a variety of questions to engage your
students even further:
What is camouflage? How can you camouflage yourself?
How many stripes do you think a tiger has?
Why do you think the black and orange stripes help tigers camouflage?
How can you help the tiger camouflage using the nature pieces in your backyard?
Go outside and collect leaves, sticks, rocks, and anything that you can find that will resemble the tiger’s
habitat in your artwork! Use crayons to color the tiger and color what you think resembles Indah and
Bugara’s home. Glue the pieces you found from nature to help them camouflage into their environment.
Why Do They Have Stripes?
The stripes on the tiger’s body allow them to camouflage in
the tall grass or tropical rainforests during the day.
Camouflage is the ability to hide into their surrounding with
their body coverings or changing the way they look. Since
they hunt in the evening, with the sunset and tall grass, the
black and orange stripes disappear in their forest. Their
camouflage ability allows them to make successful hunting
to obtain food and protect themselves as well. No two
tigers have the same stripes, like how we have our own
unique fingerprints!
Although tigers at our zoo always receive what they need to live long, healthy lives, their wild
counterparts face new pressures each year. The tiger’s population is declining because their habitats are
being cleared for farming and palm oil plantations. The loss of their habitat makes it difficult for these
tigers to camouflage for hunting! Since they serve as a predator at the top of the food chain, they are
extremely vulnerable. You can do your part by visiting the tigers at the zoo, spread awareness to your
friends and family, and buy products that only use sustainable palm oil, which preserves native forest for
tigers and even other animals! Download the Palm Oil App on your phone, and you can scan barcodes at
the supermarket to ensure the items were produced by companies that only do business with sustainable
farms. Be on the lookout for the tigers at the zoo! Share a picture of your artwork by tagging #fwkidszoo
or send to education@kidszoo.org!
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